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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) was set up un-
der a Convention signed in Paris on 14th December, 1960, which provides that the OECD
shall promote policies designed:

— to achieve the highest sustainable economic growth and employment and a rising
standard of living in Member countries, while maintaining financial stability, and
thus to contribute to the development of the world economy;

— to contribute to sound economic expansion in Member as well as non-member
countries in the process of economic development;

—  to contribute to the expansion of world trade on a multilateral, non-discriminatory
basis in accordance with international obligations.

The Members of OECD are Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland,
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain. Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The OECD Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) was established on 20th April 1972, replac-
ing OECD’s European Nuclear Energy Agency (ENEA) on the adhesion of Japan as a full
Member.

NEA now groups all the European Member countries of OECD and Australia, Canada,
Japan, and the United States. The Commission of the European Communities takes part in
the work of the Agency.

The primary objectives of NEA are to promote co-operation between its Member
governments on the safety and regulatory aspects of nuclear development, and on assessing
the future role of nuclear energy as a contributor to economic progress.

This is achieved by:

—  encouraging harmonisation of governments’ regulatory policies and practices in
the nuclear field, with particular reference to the safety of nuclear installations,
protection of man against ionising radiation and preservation of the environment,
radioactive waste management, and nuclear third party liability and insurance;

—  keeping under review the technical and economic characteristics of nuclear power
growth and of the nuclear fuel cycle, and assessing demand and supplv for the
different phases of the nuclear fuel cycle and the potential future contribution of
nuclear power to overall energy demand;

— developing exchanges of scientific and technical information on nuclear energy,
particularly through participation in common services;

—  setting up international research and development programmes and undertakings
Jointly organised and operated by OECD countries.

In these and related tasks. NEA works in close collaboration with the International

Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, with which it has concluded a Co-operation Agreement, as
well as with other international organisations in the nuclear field.
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